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Huntingdonshire

DISTRICT COUNCIL

A meeting of the HINCHINGBROOKE COUNTRY PARK JOINT
GROUP will be held in LANCASTER & STIRLING, CIVIC SUITE,
PATHFINDER HOUSE, ST MARY'S STREET, HUNTINGDON, PE29
3TN9 6DB on THURSDAY, 16 JULY 2026 at 10:00 AM and you are
requested to attend for the transaction of the following business:-

AGENDA

APOLOGIES
ELECTION OF CHAIR

To elect a Chair of the Hinchingbrooke Country Park Joint Group for the remainder
of the Municipal Year.

MINUTES (Pages 5 - 12)

To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting held on 17th April 2026.
Contact Officer: Democratic Services - (01480) 388169

MEMBERS' INTERESTS

To receive from Members declarations as to disclosable pecuniary, other
registerable and non-registerable interests in relation to any Agenda item. See
Notes below.

Contact Officer: Democratic Services - (01480) 388169

APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIR

To appoint a Vice-Chair of the Hinchingbrooke Country Park Joint Group for the
remainder of the Municipal Year.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE GROUP
To note the Membership of the Group for 2026/27 as follows:
(a) Cambridgeshire County Council

Councillor C A Lowe



(b) Huntingdonshire District Council

Councillors M L Beuttell, L Dewey-Beckett and W Smith. It is noted that there is a
vacancy following the resignation of Councillor T Nelson.

HEAD RANGER'S REPORT

To receive a report by the Head Ranger on park activities for the period from April
2026.

Report to follow.

Contact Officer: R Bratchell 01480 388654
FINANCE REPORT

To receive the Finance Report for the Park.
Report to follow

Contact Officer: B Channon 01480 388388
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

To note that the next meeting of the Hinchingbrooke Country Park Joint Group will
be held on 19th November 2026 at 10:00am.

Contact Officer: Democratic Services - (01480) 388169
8 day of July 2026
Michelle Sacks

Chief Executive and Head of Paid
Service

Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and other Registerable and Non-
Registerable Interests.

Further information on Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and other Registerable and
Non-Registerable Interests is available in the Council’s Constitution



https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rftphwbw/constitution.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rftphwbw/constitution.pdf

Filming, Photography and Recording (including Live Streaming) at Council
Meetings

This meeting will be filmed for live and/or subsequent broadcast on the Council’s
YouTube site. The whole of the meeting will be filmed, except where there are
confidential or exempt items. If you make a representation to the meeting you will
be deemed to have consented to being filmed. By entering the meeting you are
also consenting to being filmed and to the possible use of those images and sound
recordings for webcasting and/or training purposes. If you have any queries
regarding the streaming of Council meetings, please contact Democratic Services
on 01480 388169.

The District Council also permits filming, recording and the taking of photographs
at its meetings that are open to the public. Arrangements for these activities
should operate in accordance with guidelines agreed by the Council.

Please contact Democratic Services, Tel No: (01480) 388169 / email:
Democratic.Services@huntingdonshire.gov.uk if you have a general query
on any Agenda Item, wish to tender your apologies for absence from the
meeting, or would like information on any decision taken by the
Committee/Panel.

Specific enquiries with regard to items on the Agenda should be directed towards
the Contact Officer.

Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting as observers except
during consideration of confidential or exempt items of business.

Agenda and enclosures can be viewed on the District Council’s website.

Emergency Procedure

In the event of the fire alarm being sounded and on the instruction of the Meeting
Administrator, all attendees are requested to vacate the building via the closest
emergency exit.



https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/1365/filming-photography-and-recording-at-council-meetings.pdf
http://applications.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1
http://applications.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1
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Agenda Item 2

HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

MINUTES of the meeting of the HINCHINGBROOKE COUNTRY
PARK JOINT GROUP held in Lancaster, Civic Suite, Pathfinder
House, St Mary's Street, Huntingdon PE29 3TN on Friday, 17 April
2026.

PRESENT: Councillor M L Beuttell — Chair.
Councillors C Lowe and D J Shaw.

APOLOGIES: No apologies for absence from the meeting
were submitted on behalf of Councillors .

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 21st November 2025 were
approved as
a correct record and signed by the Chair.

MEMBERS' INTERESTS
No declarations were received.
HEAD RANGER'S REPORT

By means of a report and presentation by the Ranger, the Parks and
Countryside Development Co-ordinator and the Commercial Manager
(copies of which were appended in the Minute Book), the Head
Ranger’s report was presented to the Group.

The Group heard that the Ranger's Winter Action Plan had been
completed successfully. Following a question from Councillor Beuttell,
the Group heard that plans were being put in place for watering of the
new trees which had been planted to ensure they were successfully
established. Moving in to the Summer months, Orchard management
to ensure maximum fruit production, meadow and habitat
management to ensure long term habitat health.

It was advised that volunteer numbers had increased and were now
at around 60 volunteers per week helping with various tasks around
the Park and in the café. It was noted that Flood Management would
be a key challenge going forward and this was being managed both
from the impact on nature habitats and visitor safety.

Partnership working with the Grounds Maintenance team had been
developed with a yard on site and allowing the Park to benefit from
the teams arboricultural knowledge and enhanced the management
of woodland within the Park. Following a question from Councillor
Shaw, the Group heard that the yard was being used for the
processing of trees and wood and that screening would be developed
to minimise visible impact of the area to visitor and improve the
streetscene.
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It was noted that due to the impact of the development on biodiversity
within the Park, BioDiversity Net Gain (BDNG) Credits would be
established to replace the areas lost and additionally deliver a 10
percent uplift on those areas. It was further advised that talks were
underway with a developer to buy BDNG credits within the Park which
would help the team to achieve their Year One BDNG target.
Following a further question from Councillor Shaw, the Group heard
that the work undertaken by UK Power Networks in the Brampton
Wood did not affect the work planned at the Park.

The Group heard that an archaeological dig had been undertaken on
the site of the new development and that this had been concluded
without any significant discovery. It was noted that the aftermath of
the dig was rather unsightly however this was being addressed as the
development progressed.

An overview of recent Park events was provided to the Group with the
recent Easter Eggventure in the Park noted for the footfall generated,
positive reviews and commercial success.

The Group heard that the construction phase of the development had
now begun with completion scheduled for Spring 2027. The
temporary café had been sited in its new location and would serve an
achievable menu of customer favourites suitable to the new facility. In
response to questions from Councillor Lowe and Councillor Shaw, the
Group heard that new disabled parking bays had been established
and that toilet facilities would be completed within the next week. It
was also noted that CCTV, which linked to the Council's CCTV
control, would be sited at appropriate structural locations throughout
the Park, focusing on site security and staff safety. It was further
noted that the temporary café was a cashless establishment to further
ensure staff safety. In line with the progress of the construction
project, a stakeholder update would be distributed on a monthly basis.

It was advised that a waterpark inflatable had been purchased and
would be in place by the Summer to increase the visitor experience in
the Park. Following concerns from Councillor Shaw, the Group were
assured that suitable carparking and access for this attraction would
be established as part of the project.

Further commercial opportunities were being developed for the Park
with opportunities including an augmented reality trail, high ropes and
woodland weddings.

FINANCE REPORT

By means of a report by the Finance Business Partner (a copy of
which was appended in the Minute Book), the Group heard that the
provisional outturn for the Park was higher than anticipated. It was
noted that the forecast for the year had been done with the
anticipation of development works having commenced, however as
this had only begun in April the financials reflected this. It was also
noted that the Park had shown an increased return on the previous
financial year. In particular it was noted that the café had
overperformed against the budget and that, due to a new energy
tariff, savings had been made on utilities. Following a question from
Councillor Beuttell, the Group were advised that detail on the number

Page 6



19.

of Park vacancies would be sought and circulated following the
meeting. It was clarified following a further question from Councillor
Beuttell, that competitor analysis had been undertaken on the carpark
and that charges following the completion of development would be
reviewed, but that carpark monies would be retained by the Park
following the redevelopment project.

Councillor Beuttell reflected upon her association with the Park, from
her tenure in Cabinet when the lease extension was signed, to her
position as Chair of the Hinchingbrooke Country Park Group seeing
through the plans for the redevelopment of the Park into the
construction phase and expressed her thanks to the Officers past and
present for all that they had achieved in bringing the potential of the
Park to fruition.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting would be held on 16th July 2026 at
10:00am.

Chair

Page 7



This page is intentionally left blank



15.

16.

17.

HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

MINUTES of the meeting of the HINCHINGBROOKE COUNTRY
PARK JOINT GROUP held in Lancaster, Civic Suite, Pathfinder
House, St Mary's Street, Huntingdon PE29 3TN on Friday, 17 April
2026.

PRESENT: Councillor M L Beuttell — Chair.
Councillors C Lowe and D J Shaw.

APOLOGIES: No apologies for absence from the meeting
were submitted on behalf of Councillors .

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 21st November 2025 were
approved as
a correct record and signed by the Chair.

MEMBERS' INTERESTS
No declarations were received.
HEAD RANGER'S REPORT

By means of a report and presentation by the Ranger, the Parks and
Countryside Development Co-ordinator and the Commercial Manager
(copies of which were appended in the Minute Book), the Head
Ranger’s report was presented to the Group.

The Group heard that the Ranger's Winter Action Plan had been
completed successfully. Following a question from Councillor Beuttell,
the Group heard that plans were being put in place for watering of the
new trees which had been planted to ensure they were successfully
established. Moving in to the Summer months, Orchard management
to ensure maximum fruit production, meadow and habitat
management to ensure long term habitat health.

It was advised that volunteer numbers had increased and were now
at around 60 volunteers per week helping with various tasks around
the Park and in the café. It was noted that Flood Management would
be a key challenge going forward and this was being managed both
from the impact on nature habitats and visitor safety.

Partnership working with the Grounds Maintenance team had been
developed with a yard on site and allowing the Park to benefit from
the teams arboricultural knowledge and enhanced the management
of woodland within the Park. Following a question from Councillor
Shaw, the Group heard that the yard was being used for the
processing of trees and wood and that screening would be developed
to minimise visible impact of the area to visitor and improve the
streetscene.

Page 9



18.
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the Park, focusing on site security and staff safety. It was further
noted that the temporary café was a cashless establishment to further
ensure staff safety. In line with the progress of the construction
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of Park vacancies would be sought and circulated following the
meeting. It was clarified following a further question from Councillor
Beuttell, that competitor analysis had been undertaken on the carpark
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